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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 


COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

BAMBER  BRIDGE. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

It  contains,  as  in  past  years,  the  vital  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  and  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  appertaining  to  this  district.  The  body  of  the  report  deals  with  the  work  of  the 
department  for  the  year  under  review,  and  of  the  efforts  made  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  community 
and  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any  outbreak  which  might  affect  the  population,  individually  or 
collectively. 

With  the  changes  which  have  occurred  in  the  structure  of  local  government  and  the  marked  tendency 
to  centralisation,  many  of  the  sources  of  information  about  sections  formerly  administered  by  the  local 
sanitary  authority  have  now  disappeared  and,  for  some  reason,  which  is  not  apparent,  are  not  available 
nor  obtainable.  This  is  unfortunate  as  it  renders  any  account  of  the  health  of  the  district  incomplete  and 
denies  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  district  knowledge  of  the  administration  of  those  services  for  which  they 
pay  heavily.  It  is  however  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  that  progress  reports  upon  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
so  meagre  since  the  change  over  of  control  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  have  much  improved  and 
approximate  closely  now  to  those  of  the  period  before  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

The  position  as  regards  the  information  about  the  absence  of  health,  that  is  the  presence  of  disease, 
has  not  improved.  The  absence  of  copies  of  pathological  reports  (except  for  Infectious  Diseases),  which 
used  to  be  supplied  to  the  authority,  makes  a  gap  in  the  knowledge  of  the  amount  and  the  type  of  disease 
present  in  the  district.  The  death  returns  do,  it  is  true,  provide  an  indication  of  the  diseases  causing 
mortality,  but  there  are  no  reliable  figures  now  available  to  indicate  the  type  of  diseases  causing  morbidity 
nor  of  their  extent. 

Doubtless  sometime  in  the  future  it  will  be  realised  that  the  gaps  which  now  exist  in  the 
administration  of  the  three  sections  of  the  Act  must  be  bridged,  and  with  full  co-operation  thus  assured, 
it  will  be  possible  to  issue  a  report  covering  every  aspect  of  the  health  of  a  district. 

Once  again  the  local  branch  of  National  Insurance  has  supplied  figures  which  indicate  the  extent 
of  the  demand  for  sick  pay  amongst  insured  persons  and  the  numbers  of  days  lost  to  industry  by  sickness 
or  injury.  Grateful  acknowledgment  must  be  made  to  the  manager  of  the  local  branch  for  these  figures 
and  for  his  co-operation. 

The  Report  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  Race)  covering  many  of  those  aspects  of  work  carried  out  by  the 
Council  to  preserve  and  improve  the  amenities  of  life  in  the  district,  is  again  included. 

Details  of  the  meteorological  conditions  which  prevailed  during  the  year  are  also  given. 

In  spite  of  the  heavy  rainfall  and  the  consequent  reduction  of  the  hours  of  sunshine,  the  health  of 
the  district  continued  to  be  satisfactory.  The  epidemic  of  Measles  which  appeared  in  the  last  quarter 
of  1950  continued  until  the  third  quarter  of  1951.  Although  the  cases  were  many  in  number,  the  type  of 
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disease  was  mild  but  contagious  and  there  were  no  serious  after  effects  nor  mortality  from  the  disease. 
Whooping  Cough  also  produced  quite  a  small  epidemic,  but  the  type  of  disease  was  mild  and  without 
any  after  effects. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  began  to  appear  in  the  Lostock  Hall  district. 
At  first  the  cases  were  confined  to  the  children  attending  the  infant  department  of  one  school,  though 
it  soon  became  obvious  that  the  epidemic  in  this  district  was  part  of  a  much  larger  outbreak  affecting  many 
surrounding  areas.  The  type  of  disease  was  mild  but  very  highly  infectious  and  it  soon  spread  to  other 
parts  of  the  district.  . 

One  case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  appeared  in  a  baby,  which  however  quickly  recovered.  The  source 
of  the  disease  was  never  traced. 

There  was  an  increased  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  but  none  of 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  showed  that  the  birth  rate  was  slightly  higher  in 
1951  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  was  considerably  higher,  not  only  in  this  district,  but  all 
over  the  country  generally.  This  increased  rate  must  be  attributed  to  the  epidemic  of  influenza  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year,  with  deaths  direct  from  the  disease  and  indirectly  by  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  again  showed  an  increase  and  the  mortality  from 
malignant  disease  was  also  higher.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  caused  the  same  number  of  deaths  as  in  the 
previous  year  but  there  was  one  additional  death  from  the  non-pulmonary  type  of  disease. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (21)  was  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  lower  than  that  of 
Lancashire  or  England  and  Wales  generally.  All  the  five  deaths  were  at  birth. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  was  again  nil. 

Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  and  were  of  a  mild  type.  In  order  to  check,  so  far  as  possible, 
the  occurrence  of  these  cases,  constant  vigilance  was  exercised  over  the  food  supplies.  The  food  by-laws 
were  supplied  free  to  all  food  shops,  canteens  and  restaurants,  and  a  display  card  was  also  given  to  these 
establishments  advising  the  non-admittance  of  animals  to  such  places. 

Continual  testing  of  ice  cream  and  frequent  visits  to  the  establishments  where  it  was  manufactured 
or  sold,  yielded  results  in  the  improved  products  which  the  consumer  was  able  to  purchase. 

The  sampling,  and  submission  to  bacteriological  tests,  of  the  milk  supply  in  the  district  was 
continued  vigorously  as  in  former  years  but  the  absence  of  local  authority  control  over  the  methods  of  milk 
production  at  the  farm  produced  difficulties  which  had  not  existed  in  former  years.  The  present  methods 
of  control  divided  amongst  so  many  authorities  can  never  succeed  without  a  multitude  of  officials,  or  by 
accepting  that  dictum  of  weakness  “  that  all  milk  is  produced  under  bad  conditions  and  can  only  be 
considered  safe  when  heat  treated.” 

All  the  environmental  services  of  the  Health  Department  were  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
the  results  of  these  activities  can  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report.  The  various  tables  indicating  the 
progress  in  health  matters  over  the  last  five  decades  have  again  been  included. 

Great  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Council  to  overtake  the  demand  for  new  houses  but  the  paucity 
of  the  allocation  rendered  the  task  of  the  Council  a  very  difficult  one. 

In  view  of  the  interest  taken  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  presence  of  Fluorine  in  water 
supplies,  and  to  its  action  as  a  possible  deterrent  to  the  occurrence  of  dental  decay  in  children,  a  sample 
of  the  water  supply  was  examined  for  the  presence  of  Fluorides.  The  amount  present  in  the  water  was 
very  small  and  quite  insufficient,  so  far  as  experimental  knowledge  has  gone,  to  prevent  dental  caries. 
Further  investigations  will  be  made  at  different  seasons  of  the  year  to  ascertain  any  rise  or  fall  in  the 
amount  of  fluorides  present  in  the  water. 
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During  the  year  a  report  was  presented  to  the  Council  upon  the  problems  of  the  ageing  population 
with  particular  reference  to  the  aged  sick.  Suggestions  for  improvement  in  the  present  methods  of 
administration  were  submitted  but  they  would  require  alterat»ons  in  the  methods  of  control  centrally 
as  they  involved  greater  delegation  to  local  sanitary  authorities. 

The  question  of  the  housing  of  the  aged  will  become  in  the  future  a  more  pressing  one.  To  anyone 
who  has  visited  old  persons  living  in  houses  of  the  long  established  almshouse  type  one  outstanding  fact 
has  been  evident,  the  happiness  of  the  inhabitants  in  these  homes  and  in  their  surroundings.  Quietude  and 
happiness  must  be  primary  objectives  in  the  erection  of  houses  for  old  people  but  it  is  feared  that  in  the 
present  mania  for  planning,  these  humanitarian  motives  may  be  obscured  or  even  lost. 

A  detailed  survey  was  made  of  the  factories  and  works  in  the  area  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  was 
almost  completed.  Suggestions  made  for  the  improvement  of  hygienic  conditions  and  for  the  comforts 
of  the  workers  were  in  most  cases  readily  adopted  and  put  into  execution  as  soon  as  permits  could  be 
obtained.  These  detailed  surveys  demand  a  considerable  expenditure  of  time,  but  the  results  achieved 
would  appear  to  justify  the  time  spent. 

Physical  Characteristics  of  the  Area 

The  district  is  quadrangular  in  shape  with  an  average  width  of  miles  East  to  West  and  a  length 
of  2\  miles  North  to  South.  The  land  slopes  gently  from  South  East  to  North  West.  In  the  South  East 
the  height  is  260  feet,  falling  in  the  North  West  to  25  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  River  Ribble  forms  the  northern  boundary  for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles  and  is  tidal  in 
almost  all  that  length. 

The  River  Darwen  flows  through  a  valley  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district  and  joins  the  Ribble 
at  the  North  Western  boundary  of  the  area. 

Geologically  the  district  lies  on  Triassic  sandstone  upon  which  are  placed  a  lower  boulder  clay 
layer,  a  layer  of  drift  sand,  and  an  upper  boulder  clay  layer.  The  base  of  rock  forms  an  inclined  plane 
which  dips  downwards  toward  the  sea.  Outcrops  of  this  rock  are  found  in  the  beds  of  the  Rivers  Ribble 
and  Darwen.  In  the  Boulder  Clay  layers  stone  of  varying  sizes  are  found,  most  of  these  are  Lakeland  in 
origin  brought  down  by  ice  movement  or  by  ice  melting.  In  the  Drift  Sand  layer  there  are  deposits  of 
gravel.  As  a  rule  the  layers  of  Glacial  Drift  fill  the  valleys  leaving  the  hill  tops  free. 

The  thickness  of  the  various  layers  shows  variation  in  depth  in  the  different  parts  of  the  district ; 
towards  the  western  side  the  three  layers  are  approximately  100  feet  in  thickness,  but  in  most  parts  of  the 
district  the  Upper  Boulder  Clay  is  10  feet,  the  Drift  Sand  9  feet  and  the  Lower  Boulder  Layer  2  feet 
upwards. 

The  island  formed  between  the  two  rivers  contains  large  alluvial  deposits  which  provide  a  rich  soil 
for  market  gardening. 


Social  Conditions  and  Amenities  of  the  Area 

The  district  is  partly  industrial  and  partly  residential.  Cotton  manufacture,  engineering,  market 
gardening,  dairy  farming  and  corn  milling  comprise  the  main  industries. 

In  the  area  there  are  eleven  churches,  with  attached  Sunday  Schools,  covering  most  types  of  religion. 
Many  Church  Halls  are  associated  with  the  Churches  and  in  these  halls,  particularly  in  the  winter 
months,  lectures,  concerts,  dramatic  society  meetings,  plays,  debates,  and  dances  are  held. 

There  are  nine  clubs  in  the  district,  some  political,  some  religious,  and  others  non-sectarian,  where 
games  such  as  billiards,  darts,  dominoes,  etc.,  can  be  played.  A  tennis  club,  a  table  tennis  club  and  a 
cricket  club  also  are  sited  in  the  area. 

On  the  playing  fields,  five  in  number,  football  and  cricket  are  played  in  the  proper  season  and 
there  are  three  football  clubs. 
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A  Dramatic  Society  encourages  the  arts  in  the  district  and  there  is  a  flourishing  Debating  Society. 

Excavations  made  by  the  local  Archeological  Society  close  to  the  junction  of  the  Darwen  and  the 
Ribble  have  yielded  many  portions  of  Roman  pottery  and  other  evidences  of  that  period  of  occupation, 
and  these  relics  are  displayed  in  the  Council  Offices  and  the  Library  in  Station  Road. 

There  are  four  local  branches  of  the  County  Council  Library  sited  throughout  the  district. 

Meteorological  Conditions 

For  the  information  given  in  this  section  the  report  of  Dr.  Barocas,  of  the  Jeremiah  Horrocks’ 
Observatory,  Preston,  by  permission  of  Mr.  Tuson,  Chief  Education  Officer,  Preston,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Blossom  and  Mr.  Parkinson,  of  the  Meteorological  Station  at  Hutton,  have  been  consulted,  and  the 
statistics  quoted  are  from  those  two  stations. 

The  year  1951,  like  its  predecessor,  was  a  wet  one.  The  total  rainfall  was  45.25  inches,  half  an  inch 
less  than  1950  but  7.80  inches  above  the  average  rainfall  for  the  area.  Rain  fell  upon  220  days,  24  days 
more  than  the  average,  but  the  greatest  rainfall  on  any  one  day  was  0.98  inch.  The  first  and  last  quarters 
of  the  year  were  wet,  but  the  months  in  between  had  rather  less  fall  than  usual.  October  with  1.62  inches 
was  the  driest  month  of  the  year,  and  December  with  8.64  inches  was  the  wettest.  November  with  7.94 
inches  was  the  next  wettest  month.  May,  June,  and  October  had  each  less  than  2  inches  of  rain  and  the 
longest  dry  spell  was  from  May  29th  to  June  8th. 

The  mean  average  daily  temperature  was  lower  than  usual  in  the  first  eight  months  in  the  year, 
but  higher  in  the  last  four  especially  in  November  when  it  was  3.6°  F.  higher  than  average.  The  highest 
temperature  was  recorded  on  July  21st  and  the  lowest  on  March  20th.  There  was  ground  frost  on  72 
nights  in  the  year. 

Snow  fell  on  16  days  and  hail  on  17  days.  There  was  thunder  on  16  days  and  gales  occurred  on  1 1. 
There  was  fog  on  86  days  of  which  thick  fog  was  present  on  7  days  and  dense  fog  on  2. 

There  were  38  days  without  wind,  13  of  these  were  in  February  and  March,  and  winds  from  the 
South  East  and  South  West  were  the  most  common. 


Table  of  Weather  Summary,  1951 


Month 

Ramfall 

Inches 

Number  of 
Rain  Days 

Sunshine 

Hours 

Prevailing 
Wind  Days 

January 

•  •  • 

4.13 

22 

25.4 

S.W.  9 

February  ... 

•  »  • 

2.59 

22 

42.2 

S.W.  8 

March 

.  •  • 

4.78 

23 

80.9 

E.  7 

April  ... 

•  •  . 

2.07 

15 

181.2 

S.W.  6  N.W.  6 

May  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

1.99 

13 

194.5 

N.E.  11 

June  . 

•  •  • 

1.94 

11 

225.6 

S.W.  8 

July  ...  ... 

r  .  . 

2.11 

17 

168.1 

S.W.  11 

August 

«  e  • 

4.64 

22 

134.3 

S.W.  6  S.E.  6 

September  ... 

«  • 

2.81 

17 

107.6 

S.W.  7  S.E.  7 

October 

•  •  « 

1.62 

7 

92.0 

S.E.  11 

November  ... 

.  O  . 

7.93 

25 

42.7 

S.E.  6 

December  ... 

. . . 

8.64 

26 

26.9 

S.W.  9 

jl  otals  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

45.25 

220 

1321.4 

— 
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Statistics 


Area  in  Acres  . 

Population  (census  1931) . 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1951) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931)  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (rate  book  1951) . 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 


...  4,761 
...  12,718 
...  14,610 
...  3,314 
...  4,531 
£70,857 
...  £280 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

122 

108 

230 

Illegitimate . 

2 

5 

7 

ot^nl  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

124 

113 

237 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (mid  1951)  crude  .. 

•  •  •  • 

16.2 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (mid  1951)  adjusted 

•  •  • 

15.4 

Still  Births  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

•  ••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

— 

o£ciJ.  •••  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

2 

4 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

25 

Comparability  factor  for  births  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

0.95 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate . 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

— 

T  ot^l  •••  •••  •••  • • • 

3 

2 

5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  (Neo-natal  deaths)  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

T  otnl  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

2 

5 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Infantile  Mortality — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births . 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

21 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . 21 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . Nil 

Neo-Natal  Mortality — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  .  5 

Mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


* 
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Deaths  : —  Male  Female  Total 

105  96  201 

Death  rate  per  1,003  estimated  population  (mid  1951)  crude  ... 
Death  rate  ner  1,000  estimated  population  (mid  1951)  adjusted 
Comparability  factor  for  deaths  . 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  Cancer . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . 


13.8 

15.0 

1.09 

Nil 

Nil 

1.27 

0.13 

Nil 


Comparative  Table. 


Per  1000  of  Population 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate 
from 
Cancer 

Per  1000 
Live 
Births 

Per  1000  Total 
Live  and 

Still  Births 

Of  5  years,  1946-1950 

18.0 

11.2 

0.25 

1.65 

2.25 

2.34 

39 

Year  1950  . 

15.6 

10.1 

0.13 

1.27 

•  •  • 

... 

21 

Year  1951  . 

16.2 

13.8 

0.13 

1.9 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

21 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1951 
On  5  years  average  1946-1950 

—1.8 

+2.6 

—0.12 

+0.25 

—2.25 

—2.34 

—18 

Previous  Year . 

—0.6 

+2.7 

,  .  V 

+0.63 

«  •  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Lancashire . 

14.6 

13.8 

0.26 

1.96 

NA 

0.96 

29 

England  and  Wales . 

15.5 

12.5 

0.31 

1.95 

NA 

0.79 

29.6 

Comment  has  already  been  made  upon  these  statistics  but  the  low  figure  of  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  is  remarkable,  it  can  only  be  attributed  to  years  of  hard  work  at  the  Welfare  Centres  where  correct 
methods  of  baby  management  have  been  taught  and  the  young  mothers  of  today  are  benefitting  from  what 
their  mothers  learnt  at  those  Centres  in  the  past. 


A  table  analysing  the  causes  of  death  in  1951  is  given  below  : — 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death,  1951 


Diseases  of  the  Heart — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Coronary  Disease— Angina  ... 

. .  12 

5 

17 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

.  4 

4 

8 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

.  8 

22 

30 

Diseases  of  the  Circulation  (other) 

. .  7 

3 

10 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

.  9 

14 

23 

Bronchitis  .  . 

...  13 

7 

20 

Pneumonia . . . 

...  5 

2 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

.  1 

— 

1 

Influenza 

...  2 

9 

11 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

.  1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

...  ...  — 

1 

1 

Malignant  Diseases  (all  sites) 

.  19 

10 

29 

Diabetes  . 

...  ...  — 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

.  2 

— 

2 

9 


Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea... 

•  •  • 

Ma!e 

...  1 

Female 

Total 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

•  •  . 

...  3 

— 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

•  •  * 

...  2 

— 

2 

Congenital  Malformations . 

•  •  • 

...  1 

— 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

•  •  • 

...  1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases  . . . 

•  •  • 

...  10 

14 

24 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

•  •  • 

. . .  — 

1 

1 

All  other  Accidents  ...  . 

•  •  • 

...  3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

...  1 

— - 

1 

105  96  201 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Influenza  should  be  noted. 


A  Table  is  given  below  showing  some  comparative  figures  over  the  last  sixty  years.  Six  decades 


are  given. 


Tables  of  Six  Decades. 


Per  1000  Population 

Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Deaths 

from 

Diarrhoea 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Period 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Ten  Years 

1891-1900 

30.8 

18.9 

1.25 

133 

27 

46 

16 

211 

15 

122 

188 

1901-1910 

26.3 

14.7 

0.95 

116 

21 

98 

15 

291 

16 

58 

128 

1911-1920 

18.7 

13.7 

0.91 

54 

5 

166 

16 

565 

11 

46 

107 

1921-1930 

16.0 

12.0 

0.72 

7 

0 

66 

5 

310 

0 

11 

64 

1931-1940 

14.0 

12.7 

0.44 

5 

2 

47 

3 

414 

0 

5 

56 

1941-1950 

16.5 

12.28 

0,33 

0 

0 

27 

i 

280 

0 

6 

42 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Comment  has  already  been  made  upon  the  death  rate  from  this 
type  of  disease.  There  was  one  death  from  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.  The  number  of  deaths  from  both  these  causes  showed  a  large 
increase  upon  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Cancer.  More  deaths  occurred  from  this  group  of  diseases  than  in  1950.  There  has  been  an 
alteration  in  the  classification  of  these  diseases  which  makes  comparison  difficult. 

Other  Causes  of  Death.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  again  produced  the  largest  number  of  deaths. 
The  large  number  of  fatalities  from  Coronary  Diseases  is  not  without  significance  in  these  days  of  stress 
and  strain. 


Infantile  Mortality.  Five  deaths  occurred  as  compared  with  five  in  the  previous  year  giving  once 
again  a  record  low  rate  of  mortality.  All  of  these  deaths  occurred  immediately  after  birth. 

Age  under  1  week 

Cause  of  death  M.  F. 

Misadventure  at  Birth  ...  1  — 

Prematurity  .  3  1 


Totals  .  4  1 

Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  no  deaths  connected  with  pregnancy. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Other  Appointments . 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Other  Appointments . 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Public  Vaccinator  . 

Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  ... 


Public  Health  Staff 

G.  G.  Wray,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

M.O.H.,  Fulwood  U.D.C. 

Nicholas  Baron,  Cs.R.San.I.,  A.M.Ints.P.C. 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 

G.  N.  Corbishley,  Cs.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
Dr.  Howard,  Penwortham. 

Dr.  Logan,  Leven  House,  Bamber  Bridge. 


County  Council  Services  in  the  Area 
Midwifery  Service 

Two  midwives  were  employed  wholetime  in  this  area.  Their  names,  addresses  and  telephone 
numbers  were  : — 

Mrs.  Dobbie,  Miss  A.  J.  Scandrett, 

Chorley  Road,  Beauthorn,  Higher  Walton  Road, 

Bamber  Bridge.  Walton-ie-Dale. 

Tel.  85280.  Tel.  4783. 


Ambulance  Service 

A  station  in  the  buildings  of  the  Urban  District  Council  was  employed.  One  ambulance  and  one 
sitting  case  car  were  sited  there.  In  the  later  months  of  the  year  an  additional  ambulance  was  added. 
As  the  vehicles  at  this  station  were  used  to  cover  parts  of  the  Rural  Districts  surrounding  the  Urban 
District  and  for  other  areas  also,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  from  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
figures  to  indicate  the  number  of  patients  carried  from  this  district,  but  approximately  400  persons  per 
month  were  carried  by  vehicles  from  this  ambulance  station. 

Domiciliary  Nursing  Service 

Three  nurses  were  employed  in  the  area  to  carry  out  the  important  duties  of  nursing  in  the  home. 
No  information  could  be  obtained  of  the  number  of  visits  made  by  these  nurses  but  doubtless  the  service 
was  extensively  used. 

Home  Help  Service 

This  particular  service  supplies  personnel  to  carry  out  household  duties  in  homes  where  by  reason 
of  age,  infirmity,  sickness  or  child  birth  such  help  is  required.  Nine  women  with  addresses  in  this  area 
were  so  employed  and  the  number  of  hours  monthly  in  which  they  carried  out  duties  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  twelve. 


Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Meetings  were  held  fortnightly  at  the  School  Clinic  in  Brindle  Road,  Bamber  Bridge.  Examinations 
were  carried  out,  advice  given  and  treatment,  where  necessary,  at  these  clinics.  A  specialist  from  the 
Maternity  Section  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  in  attendance  as  well  as  the  County  Council  Health 
Visitor  and  the  local  midwives.  Mr.  Wiseman  who  had  attended  at  this  Clinic  for  some  years  unfortunately 
died  suddenly  during  the  year.  He  had  performed  outstanding  work  at  this  Clinic  and  had  the  fullest 
possible  confidence  of  all  the  mothers  who  attended  there.  His  unfortunate  demise  at  such  an  early  age 
has  left  a  gap  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill. 
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Cases  such  as  disproportion,  unsuitable  home  conditions  or  other  causes  were  admitted  to  the 
Maternity  Hospitals  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  or  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  In  fact  many  of  the  babies, 
whose  homes  were  in  this  district,  were  born  in  these  hospitals  quite  outside  any  question  of  abnormality 
or  unsuitable  home  conditions.  The  mothers  had  become  quite  definitely  hospital  minded  so  far  as 
maternity  is  concerned. 

Twenty-five  sessions  were  held  and  81  mothers  attended  on  276  occasions. 

Where  mothers  required  dental  treatment  this  was  given  by  the  School  Dentist  at  the  Clinic,  34 
mothers  so  attended. 

After  parturition  mothers  who  required  further  advice  or  medical  attention  attended  at  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic.  Thirteen  mothers  visited  the  Clinic  on  14  occasions  for  this  further  purpose. 

All  these  figures  show  a  slight  increase  in  numbers  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year. 


Child  Welfare  Centre 

Each  Thursday  afternoon  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  School  Clinic  at  which  an  Assistant  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Cliffe)  and  a  Health  Visitor  (M.ss  Spenceley)  were  in  attendance.  Each  baby  attending 
here  was  fully  examined  and  a  history  made  of  its  progress  and  state  of  health.  This  history  card  follows 
the  child  to  school. 


Parents  attending  with  the  baby  received  advice  and  instruction  in  infant  care  and  management. 
Any  treatment  required  by  the  baby  was  given  or  arranged  to  be  given  at  hospital. 


During  the  year  the  attendances  were  : — 


Under  1  year 

1  to  2  years . 

2  to  5  years . 

The  Centre  met  on  49  occasions. 


Individual 

Children 

Attendances 

172 

1292 

46 

152 

22 

88 

The  Centre  arranged  for  the  convenience  of  mothers  living  in  tire  Lostock  Hall  met  on  20 
occasions. 


The  attendances  were  : — 

Under  1  year 

1  to  2  years  ... 

2  to  5  years  ... 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


Individual 

Children 

58 

14 

16 


Attendances 

276 

30 

54 


In  addition  the  Health  Visitor  visited  the  homes  of  many  babies  to  ensure  that  the  advice  or 
treatment  given  at  the  Centre  was  being  observed,  or  to  examine  babies  who  for  some  reason  had  not 
attended  at  the  Centres. 


School  Medical  Service 


Additionally  to  the  routine  medical  and  nursing  inspections  at  the  schools,  the  School  Clinic  was 
utilised  for  inspections,  for  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments,  for  Dental  Treatment,  and  for  treatment  of 
Eye  Defects. 

Minor  Ailments.  Treatment  Clinics  for  conditions  of  the  skin,  ear,  eye,  nose  and  throat  or  for 
minor  injuries  were  held  twice  weekly  (Monday  and  Thursday).  In  addition  to  schoolchildren,  babies 
under  school  age  also  were  treated.  Parents  accompanying  the  children  received  advice  upon  treatment 
as  well  as  upon  methods  of  child  management. 
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186  children  of  school  age  attended  on  785  occasions. 

15  children  under  school  age  attended  on  18  occasions. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic.  Held  fortnightly  for  the  treatment  of  defective  vision  and  squint.  Dr. 
Plumb  of  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  in  charge  of  this  clinic  under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 

In  1951,  172  children  of  school  age  attended  on  331  occasions  ;  15  children  under  school  age 
attended  on  21  occasions. 

Dental  Clinic.  Children  attending  school  as  well  as  those  under  school  age  attended  for  inspection 
and  treatment.  It  has  already  been  noted  that  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  received  treatment. 

The  number  of  children  attending  for  treatment  was  684  and  they  attended  on  1086  occasions.  The 
preservation  of  teeth  was  the  treatment  of  choice  but  the  extraction  of  carious  teeth,  too  far  gone  for 
conservative  treatment,  was  also  necessary. 

1214  children  attended  for  dental  inspection  at  the  Clinic. 

22  children  under  school  age  attended  for  treatment  on  22  occasions. 

This  district  was  one  of  the  fortunate  ones  of  the  county  in  so  far  that  it  was  able  to  retain  the 
services  of  its  School  Dentist  (Mr.  Dewhurst)  who  has  attended  to  the  teeth  of  the  children  of  this  district 
for  so  many  years. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic.  This  was  held  at  Leyland,  and  children  suffering  from  deformity  or 
paralysis  were  referred  to  this  Clinic.  Remedial  exercises  given  by  the  Orthopaedic  Nurse  for  deformities 
formed  some  of  the  useful  work  of  this  Clinic.  The  fitting  of  appliances,  splints  and  plasters  were  also 
carried  out  there. 

An  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  from  Manchester  attended  monthly,  but  the  Clinic  was  open  once  per 
week  for  continued  treatment  under  the  Orthopaedic  Nurse. 

A  Day  Nursery  was  opened  in  Cottage  Lane,  Bamber  Bridge  during  the  year.  This  nursery  was 
designed  to  take  in  the  children  of  those  mothers  who  were  engaged  in  industry.  Three  age  groups  : 
babies,  tweenies  and  toddlers  were  accommodated.  Each  new  organisation  usually  has  teething  troubles 
and  this  was  no  exception  but  when  it  has  really  established  itself  it  will  render  valuable  service  to  the 
mothers  of  the  district  who  are  employed  in  industry. 

Special  Defects 

Blind  Children  were  sent  to  Henshaw’s  Blind  School  at  Manchester. 

Partially  Sighted  Children  were  educated  at  the  Partially  Sighted  School  at  Fulwood. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  received  their  education  at  the  Royal  Cross  School,  Preston. 

Mentally  Deficient  Children,  after  certification,  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  higher  graded  types  remained  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  but  the 
accommodation  available  was  very  limited. 

Epileptic  Children  also  had  very  limited  accommodation  available. 

General  Diseases 

Mention  has  been  made  earlier  in  this  Report  of  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  reliable  information 
upon  which  to  base  morbidity  figures.  Scientific  accuracy  without  them  would  be  impossible. 

The  local  Manager  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  has  however,  supplied  certain  figures 
which  enable  part  of  this  gap  to  be  filled.  These  figures  gave  the  number  of  persons  making  new  claims 
each  week  in  the  year  on  account  of  sickness  or  injury  and  refer  only  to  that  section  of  the  population 
who  were  insured.  The  ages  below  and  above  the  ages  of  insurance  were  not  included. 


A  table  given  below  shows  the  weekly  averages  in  each  month  of  the  year  : — 


Average  number  of  new  claims  per  week  in  : — 

January  . 

February 

March  .  . 

April . 

May  ...  . 

June  ...  .  . 

July . 

August  .  . 

September . 

October  . 

November  ... 

December  . 


Sickness 

Injury 

148.6 

1.0 

53.0 

3.5 

42.5 

2.0 

38.2 

4.7 

36.2 

3.0 

34.7 

3.25 

27.0 

3.5 

33.5 

2.75 

35.2 

1.25 

41.6 

3.75 

44.0 

2.5 

36.8 

2.75 

As  in  last  year’s  report  it  will  be  observed  that  the  months  of  the  year  usually  associated  with 
catarrhal  conditions,  i.e.,  January,  February,  March,  October,  November  and  December  showed  the 
greatest  number  of  abstentions  from  work.  The  large  figures  for  January  were  accounted  for  by  the 
presence  of  mild  Influenza.  January  and  February  were  not  wet  months  such  as  November  and  December 
were  later  in  the  year,  yet  the  sickness  figures  for  the  former  were  much  higher  than  the  latter. 


The  holiday  months — July,  August  and  September — all  showed  lower  figures  of  sickness,  but  as 
these  are  also  to  be  regarded  as  the  summer  months  it  would  not  be  possible  to  attribute  much  significance 
to  these  particular  figures. 

The  average  number  of  days  that  each  claimant  was  absent  from  work  on  account  of  illness  was 
approximately  30,  so  that  the  figures  in  the  above  table  must  be  increased  four  times  to  arrive  at  an 
approximate  number  of  persons  olf  work  in  any  week. 

Only  three  quarterly  reports  of  1951  were  available  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Survey  of  Sickness 
and  they  showed  that  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  Influenza  and  Respiratory  diseases  caused  the  largest 
number  of  cases  of  illness  but  these  cases  were  much  reduced  in  the  spring  and  summer  months. 
Rheumatism  caused  a  large  amount  of  absenteeism  from  work  and  this  disease  produced  a  consistency  in 
numbers  in  the  three  quarters  reports  which  were  available.  In  each  of  the  quarters  the  largest  numbers 
reporting  sick  were  classified  “  Ill  defined  symptoms  ”  and  the  numbers  in  this  class  were  almost  exactly 
similar  in  each  quarter. 

The  figures  of  population  estimated  presented  some  items  of  interest.  In  an  estimated  population 
44,008,000  there  were  (again  estimated)  4,813,000  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years — 1,968,000  males 
and  2,845,000  femals,  i.e.,  1  in  9  persons  in  this  country  were  over  the  age  of  65  which  may  be  called  the 
age  of  retirement.  There  were  3,722,000  children  under  the  age  of  five  and  6,016,000  children  of  school 
age  with  slightly  more  males  in  each  group.  Thus  one  third  of  the  population  was  under  or  over  the 
age  of  employment. 

When  the  handicapped  persons  and  those  otherwise  unemployable  were  taken  into  consideration 
It  would  appear  that  rather  more  than  half  the  population  supported  the  rest. 

The  graph  given  below,  prepared  by  Mr.  Corbishley  shows  the  local  figures  of  illness  in  the  insured 
population. 
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The  hospitals  available  for  patients  from  this  district  were  those  administered  by  the  Preston  and 
District  Hospitals  Management  Committee.  They  were  : — 

(1)  Preston  Royal  Infirmary 

(2)  Sharoe  Green  Hospital 

(3)  Chorley  Hospital 

(4)  Eaves  Lane  Hospital,  Chorley. 

There  were  annexes  belonging  to  this  group  of  hospitals  for  continuation,  convalescent  or  specialised 
treatment.  One  of  these — Lostock  Hall  Convalescent  Home — is  situated  in  this  district. 

All  the  hospitals  were  extensively  used,  for  outpatient  as  well  as  inpatient  treatment  by  patients 
from  this  area  though  as  figures  of  attendance  or  lists  of  diseases  have  never  been  supplied  by  these 
hospitals,  it  would  be  impossible  to  assess,  even  approximately,  the  amount  of  sickness  or  disability 
treated.  As  the  period  of  stay  in  hospital  has  been  shortened  all  over  the  country  it  must  be  considered 
reasonable  to  assume  that  an  increased  use  has  been  made  of  the  hospital  accommodation  by  inhabitants 
of  this  district. 

Outside  the  national  hospitals  there  was  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  Preston,  where  beds 
were  available  for  Medical  Surgical,  Maternity  and  Special  cases. 

Patients  suffering  from  Malignant  Diseases  received  specialised  treatment  by  the  personnel  from 
the  Christie  Hospital,  Manchester,  in  a  special  unit  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  Radium,  Isotope,  X-ray, 
and  Operative  treatments  were  available. 
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For  Venereal  Diseases  a  special  clinic  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  available. 

At  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  Chorley  Hospital  and  Eaves  Lane,  Chorley,  there 
were  beds  for  Maternity  cases  in  Maternity  blocks,  and  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  clinics  were  run  weekly 
at  each  place. 

The  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

The  hospitals  available  for  these  diseases  were  :  Deepdale  Infectious  Diseases  Hosptial,  Preston, 
and  Heath  Charnock  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Chorley.  For  Smallpox  patients  Elswick  Hospital 
was  available. 

Thirty  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  to  hospital,  the  other  13  cases  were  isolated  at  home. 
Two  out  of  the  15  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  both  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis, 
fortunately  of  the  non-paralytic  type,  were  also  admitted  to  hospital.  It  was  necessary  to  send  one  of  the 
four  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  to  hospital. 

Three  cases  of  Pneumonia  died  but  there  were  no  other  deaths  from  Infectious  Disease. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1951 — 427 — was  rather  more  than  double  that  of  the  previous 
year  but  this  was  entirely  due  to  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles — mild  but  infectious  and  without  mortality 
or  after  effect. 

Pneumonia  and  Erysipelas  also  showed  an  increased  number  of  cases. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Total  ( 

3ases  Noti 

fied 

Hospital 

Notifiable 

Diseases 

Total  Cases 
at  all  Ages 

Under  1  year 

1-  year 

3-  years 

5-  years 

10-  years 

_ 

15-  years 

25-  years 

45-  years 
« 

Over  65  years 

Total  Deaths 

Total  cases 

removed  to 

Hospital 

Deaths  in 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever . 

43 

•  •  • 

5 

6 

27 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

30 

•  •  • 

Measles  . 

306 

10 

52 

117 

123 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough 

51 

2 

13 

21 

13 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  . . 

•  •  • 

Acute  Pneumonia 

15 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

•  0  • 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

2 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Non-paralytic 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  0  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas  . 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

otal  ...  ... 

427 

13 

72 

144 

168 

8 

4 

8 

6 

4 

3 

35 

Nil 

Infectious  Disease  Investigations,  Disinfections,  etc. 

Investigations  were  made  into  each  case  of  Infectious  Disease  and  a  record  card  completed.  This 
compelled  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  devote  a  large  amount  of  time  to  these  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
but  although  much  of  this  work  might  appear  to  be  needless  yet  it  must  be  carried  out  to  ensure  adequate 
supervision  and  control.  Disinfection  of  premises  also  entailed  much  expenditure  of  time  and  where 


V 
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as  in  cases  of  enteric  disease  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  samples  of  blood.,  urine  and  faeces  for  examination 
bacteriologically  the  expenditure  of  time  was  markedly  increased. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

This  was  transferred  to  the  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Act  and  delegated  by  them 
to  Health  Division  No.  4. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  in  1951  for  the  first  time  was  42  under  school  age  and  67 
of  school  age. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  a  reinforcing  dose  was  287. 

There  may  have  been  some  children  in  this  district  immunised  privately  but  there  were  no  records 
of  these. 

The  benefits  which  immunisation  in  large  numbers  conferred  upon  children  by  the  almost  total 
abolition  of  Diphtheria  would  appear  to  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  parents.  It  would  be  particularly  unfortunate 
if  through  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  parents  the  position  attained  should  be  lost  and  Diphtheria  again 
become  a  Public  Health  problem. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

This  also  was  the  responsibility  of  the  Health  Division.  From  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer’s 
report  2  children  received  successful  primary  vaccination  and  19  successful  revaccination. 

The  immunity  against  Smallpox  enjoyed  by  the  population  in  past  years  due  to  the  high  proportion 
of  vaccinated  persons  is  steadily  being  lessened  by  the  small  number  of  vaccinations 

Tuberculosis 

The  dispensary  for  patients  affected  by  this  group  of  diseases  from  this  area  was  at  Waltons’ 
Parade,  Preston.  The  buildings  and  the  centre  were  provided  by  the  County  Council  whose  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors  were  in  attendance  at  the  centre.  The  Medical  Staff  was  supplied  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Examinations,  treatment.  X-ray  examinations  and  treatment,  and  light  treatment  were  given  at 
this  dispensary. 

On  the  register  at  the  end  of  1951  there  were  44  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  33  cases  of 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  compared  with  43  and  39  respectively  in  1950. 

There  were  14  notifications  in  the  year,  all  Respiratory  cases  and  there  were  3  deaths  all  from 
Pulmonary  disease.  (One  of  these  deaths  was  classified  by  the  Registrar  General  as  a  death  from 
other  Tuberculous  causes). 
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The  table  below  gives  an  analysis  of  the  notifications  and  of  the  deaths. 


New  Cases 

_ 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

•  •  • 

1  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

f  ,  , 

2  . 

•  •  • 

1 

►  .  . 

5  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

10  . 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

•  •  • 

15  . 

1 

•  •  • 

20  . 

•  .  • 

2 

1 

25  . 

1 

3 

1 

35  . 

2 

1 

45  . 

2 

•  ♦  • 

55  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

65  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

75  and  upwards 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Totals  . 

6 

8 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14  ...  3 


>  V 

"V 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

In  the  previous  year’s  report  it  was  noted  that  Byelaws  for  the  better  handling  and  storage  of 
food  had  been  adopted  and  that  copies  of  these  Byelaws  had  been  distributed  to  each  retailer  of  food  in 
the  district.  A  poster  card  for  display  in  these  shops  was  drawn  up  in  1951,  printed  in  colours,  and 
distributed  to  all  these  premises,  recommending  that  animals  should  not  be  admitted  to  these  shops. 

Under  the  new  Consolidated  Act  of  the  County  Council,  which  was  brought  into  force  in  1951, 
much  greater  powers  were  given  to  local  sanitary  authorities  to  control  the  storage  and  distribution  of  food 
by  inspection  and  licensing  of  premises  and  by  the  inspections  and  regulation  of  hawkers’  vehicles. 
Unfortunately  the  section  dealing  with  ice  cream  was  overlooked  but  this  has  been  adjusted  by  the 
adoption  of  certain  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  so  that  supervision  of  this  article  of  food  can  be 
better  established. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  that  in  spite  of  the  most  adequate  supervision  of  the 
conditions  for  the  storage,  sale,  and  manufacture  of  food,  failures  must  arise  if  the  habits  of  individuals 
handling  the  food  in  the  shops,  in  the  canteens,  in  the  restaurants,  and  in  the  homes  fall  so  far  below  the 
standard  of  hygiene  required.  Nothing  but  greatly  increased  knowledge,  a  change  of  outlook  on  the  part 
of  the  individual,  and  an  insistent  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  for  better  hygiene  can  produce  a  better 
standard. 

Milk  and  Milk  Production 

Comment  has  already  been  made  earlier  in  this  report  upon  the  difficulties  which  the  new  system 
of  administrative  control  of  the  methods  of  production  at  the  farms  has  produced.  Undoubtedly  the 
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efforts  of  past  years  by  local  authorities  to  produce  a  milk  under  hygienic  conditions  at  the  farm  and  of  a 
quality  bacteriologically  pure  have  been  wasted.  The  encouragement,  advice,  instruction  and  the  personal 
contacts  of  frequent  visits  to  the  farms  have  been  lost  and  apparently  the  visits  of  inspection  made  to  the 
farms  are  now  few  and  far  between  if  they  occur  at  all. 

Meantime  the  Health  Department  devoted,  as  in  past  years,  much  time  to  ensure  that  the  milk 
consumed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  area  reached  a  reasonable  degree  of  purity  by  the  taking  of  frequent 
samples,  bacteriological  tests  and  tests  for  Tuberculosis. 

In  addition  where  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  which  might  have  been  derived  from  milk 
that  article  of  food  was  always  subjected  to  a  bacteriological  test.  In  no  case  was  the  milk  supply  involved. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  visit  any  of  the  farms  in  connection  with  infectious  disease. 

In  1951  there  were,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  64  dairy  farms  in  the  district  with  64  cowkeepers 
and  approximately  1200  cows. 

The  number  of  milk  purveyors  (other  than  cowkeepers)  was  13  ;  9  in  the  district  and  4  outside. 

There  were  9  dairies  in  the  area  and  7  shops  other  than  dairies. 

Thirteen  dealers  were  licensed  to  distribute  T.T.  milk  and  1  to  bottle  it. 

There  was  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district,  13  dealers  were  licenced  to  distribute  pasteurised 
milk  and  6  to  distribute  sterilised  milk. 

During  the  year  145  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken  for  submission  to  bacteriological  tests  84  being 
satisfactory  and  61  unsatisfactory.  Of  these  samples  69  were  from  producers  in  the  district  of  which  53 
or  67%  were  satisfactory,  rather  more  than  7%  worse  results  than  in  1950.  Of  the  samples  from  producers 
outside  the  district,  76  in  number,  31  or  40%  were  satisfactory,  a  result  fractionally  superior  to  that  of  1950. 

27  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken,  examined  and  found  to  have  been  effectively  heat 
treated. 

All  the  145  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus.  Six 
samples,  3  of  district  produced  milk  and  3  of  outside  the  district  milk  were  found  to  contain  the  germ. 
The  positive  samples  were  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  through  him  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  investigation.  The  Milk  Officer  at  Manchester  (Ministry  of  Food)  was  also 
informed.  Where  this  milk  was  not  being  pasteurised  before  delivery  to  the  public  orders  were  issued 
for  it  to  be  pasteurised. 

The  27  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  T.B.  All  were  negative. 

It  has  already  been  stressed  that  it  is  no  longer  the  duty  of  the  local  sanitary  authority  to  inspect 
the  farms. 
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For  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  work  of  the  Department  over  the  past  years,  the  summarised 
table  below  is  given  : — 


Samples  taken  from  Producers  in  the 
District 


Samples  taken  from  Producers 
outside  the  District 


Samples  of  Pasturised  Milk 
Efficiently  Heat  Treated 


Year 

Number 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

T.B. 

present 

1  i 

Number 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

T.B. 

present 

Number 

Taken 

Number 

O/ 

/o 

Number 

0/ 

/o 

Number 

0/ 

/o 

1941 

22 

8 

36-3 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

6 

5 

83-3 

1942 

17 

16 

94-2 

— 

1 

1 

100 

— 

5 

4 

80-0 

1943 

40 

20 

50-0 

2 

18 

8 

44-4 

1 

11 

11 

100- 

1944 

54 

30 

55-6 

— 

61 

21 

33-4 

6 

19 

19 

100 

1945 

37 

21 

59-5 

— 

54 

13 

25-0 

5 

13 

13 

100 

1946 

45 

30 

66-7 

1 

41 

15 

36-5 

4 

14 

14 

100 

1947 

61 

41 

66-7 

3 

55 

26 

47-2 

3 

12 

12 

100 

1948 

95 

65 

68-5 

5 

88 

40 

45-4 

4 

14 

14 

100 

1949 

100 

85 

85-0 

1 

53 

26 

490 

3 

15 

15 

100 

1950 

70 

53 

75-8 

1 

69 

29 

39-3 

3 

21 

21 

100 

1951 

69 

53 

67-0 

3 

76 

31 

40-7 

3 

27 

27 

100 

Total  ... 

616 

428 

74- 19 

18 

519 

210 

40-3 

35 

|  255 

253 

99  •  25 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

All  the  schools  in  the  district  received  supplies  of  milk  each  day.  Practically  all  this  milk  was 
heat  treated. 

Samples  of  this  milk  were  taken  for  tests  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  free  from  T.B. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

The  six  samples  of  milk  found  to  contain  the  Tubercle  Bacillus  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  for  investigation  through  the  channels  already  mentioned.  After  investigation,  group  and 
individual  sampling  2  cows  were  found  to  be  infected  and  slaughtered  under  the  Order.  6  cows  were 
removed  from  the  farms  prior  to  investigation  and  slaughtered.  One  incident  was  untraced  owing  to 
its  temporary  residence  only.  All  the  herds  were  declared  free  after  investigation. 


Ice  Cream 

The  policy  of  past  years  was  continued,  i.e.  strict  supervision  upon  the  purity  of  the  product,  the 
conditions  under  which  it  was  made,  stored,  served  and  sold. 

All  the  establishments  in  the  district  where  ice  cream  was  made  were  inspected  and  visited  at 
intervals.  They  were  10  in  number.  Any  defects  of  preparation,  storage  or  serving  were  indicated  at  these 
inspections  and  advice  given  on  how  to  remedy  them. 

The  number  of  retailers  selling  loose  ice  cream  was  10.  Dealers  selling  pre- wrapped  ice  cream 
numbered  28.  The  number  of  manufacturers  outside  the  district  who  supplied  retailers  in  the  area  was  10. 

Most  of  the  retailers  supplying  loose  ice  cream  used  detergents  to  sterilise  their  servers  and  dishes. 
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The  table  below  shows  the  results  of  the  samples  taken  : — 


Wrapped  Ice  Cream 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

Ice  Lollies 

Month 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Grade 

i 

of 

Grade 

of 

Satis- 

Samples 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Samples 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Samples 

factory 

May  . 

9 

7 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

• 

June  . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

July  . 

5 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

August . 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

4 

September  . . . 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

October 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Totals 

28 

19 

2 

3 

4 

14 

11 

2 

— 

1 

14 

13 

These  results  were  a  definite  improvement  upon  those  taken  in  1950. 


Meat  and  Other  Goods 

There  were  no  cows  or  sheep  slaughtered  in  this  district  in  1951. 


Condemnation  of  Food  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

The  total  amount  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year  1951  was 
4  cwt.  3  qrs.  1 1  lbs.  This  amount  included  4  cwt.  of  tinned  foods  (fruit,  milk,  meat,  ham,  veal  and  tongue) 
and  the  rest  of  fruit,  cheese  and  pudding  mixture. 


Food  and  Pure  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928 


Samples  were  taken  by  the  Sampling  Officer  of  the  County  Public  Health  Department 
which  is  the  responsible  authority  and  the  results  are  given  below  : — 


A  total  of  129  was  obtained,  of  these  88  were  of  milk  and  the  41  others  comprised  : — 


3  Cooking  Fat 
2  Cheese 

1  Oatmeal 

1  Epsom  Salts 

2  Parrishes  Chemical  Food 
1  Zinc  Ointment 

1  Marmalade 
1  Strawberry  Jam 
1  Double  Cream 

4  Ice  Cream 


3  Sponge  Cake  and  Sponge  Pudding 
mixture  (sweetened) 

3  Salt 

3  Processed  Cheese 
3  Pickles 
3  Tapioca 
5  Sauce 
2  Tea 
1  Sugar 
1  Bacon 
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All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
following  : — 

Result  of  Analysis  Action  Taken 

..  Deficient  3.3%  fat  and  low  in  solids-not-fat  ...  Vendor  notified. 

.  The  freezing  point  indicated  the  presence  of^ 

0.5%  of  extraneious  water  .  Same  vendor. 

1  informal  milk  ...  Deficient  of  4.1%  solids-not-fat  and  the  ^Vendor  cautioned  and  further 


Sample 

I  informal  milk 
1  informal  milk 


1  Double  Cream 

1  informal  milk 
1  Ice  cream 
1  Ice  cream 


freezing  point  indicated  the  presence  of  samples  obrained. 
2.3%  of  extraneous  water. 

Fat  content  46.6%.  Deficient  2.9%  of  the  Vendor  notified 
minimum  percentage  of  fat. 

Deficient  6.6%fat  . Vendor  notified. 

Fat  content  only  2.9% . Formal  sample  obtained. 

Fat  content  only  3.4  per  cent .  Formal  sample  obtained. 


Water  Supply 

The  Report  of  the  Water  Engineer  is  appended  to  this  report,  in  it  will  be  found  the  details  of  the 
work  undertaken  in  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  interest  which  has  been  aroused  in  recent  years  by  the  presence  of  Fluorine  in  water 
and  its  influence  upon  the  incidence  of  dental  decay  especially  in  children,  it  was  considered  to  be  desirable 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  Fluorine  present  in  the  water  supply  of  the  district.  A  sample  taken  and 
submitted  to  chemical  analysis  showed  that  0.02  parts  per  million  were  present — a  very  small  amount 
indeed. 

Investigations  in  America  and  this  country  have  determined  that  one  to  one-and-a-half  parts  per 
million  are  necessary  if  dental  caries  is  to  be  reduced. 

As  the  amount  of  Fluorine  in  water  has  been  found  to  vary  according  to  the  season  of  the  year, 
further  tests  will  be  made  in  1952  to  ascertain  an  average  for  the  year. 

Chemical  and  bacterial  tests  made  of  the  water  supply  in  1951  indicated  that  the  water  supplied 
was  bacteriologically  pure  and  chemically  of  a  suitable  quality.  It  had  no  plumbo-soivent  action. 


Drains  and  Sewerage 

The  area  was  well  sewered  except  for  certain  areas  on  the  outskirts.  The  sewage  works  was 
overloaded,  as  it  has  been  for  years,  and  its  type  not  up  to  modern  standards.  The  effluent  was  discharged 
into  a  tidal  portion  of  the  river.  All  the  new  houses  were  linked  up  to  the  system. 

The  plans  for  the  extensions  to  the  sewers  and  the  sewage  works  were  under  discussion  but  with  the 
costs  of  this  scheme  continually  rising  and  the  embargo  placed  by  the  Treasury  upon  new  expenditure, 
the  scheme  would  appear  to  be  one  for  the  distant  future  and  at  a  greatly  increased  cost. 

Flooding  occurred  upon  one  occasion  after  a  very  heavy  rainfall ;  and  after  very  energetic  measures 
by  the  Council  staff  who  worked  heroically  and  for  very  long  hours  the  worst  position  was  avoided  but 
flooding  did  occur  in  the  cellars  and  ground  floors  of  houses  in  the  low  lying  areas.  Fortunately  the 
water  was  less  foul  and  less  sediment  loaded  than  on  previous  occasions  so  that  no  serious  consequences  of 
ill  health  accrued. 
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The  disturbance  and  inconvenience  of  these  flooding  conditions  must  not  be  minimised  and  every 
effort  ought  to  be  made  to  avoid  such  incidents  in  the  future. 

The  effect  upon  the  market  gardens  which  were  flooded,  apart  from  the  financial  loss  involved, 
would  be  a  certain  amount  of  temporary  loss  of  fertility. 


Closet  Accommodation 

During  the  year  there  were  36  conversions  to  water  closets,  12  from  pail  closets  and  24  from  waste 

water. 

The  table  below  analyses  the  position  and  indicates  the  great  improvement  which  has  been  made 
in  the  past  forty  years. 


1910 

1918 

1939 

1949 

1950 

1951 

No.  of  privy  closets  . 

...  621 

255 

26 

4 

2 

2 

No.  of  pail  closets  . 

...  1093 

973 

165 

139 

123 

111 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

...  345 

327 

264 

211 

196 

172 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets 

...  694 

1267 

3670 

4010 

4101 

4208 

No.  of  houses  with  dry  ashpits  . . . 

...  1499 

994 

51 

49 

47 

47 

No.  of  houses  with  ash  pails 

...  1058 

1632 

4012 

4302 

4362 

4421 

Public  Cleansing 

The  service  operated  as  in  past  years  but  involved  additional  work  on  account  of  new  housing  sites. 
Motor  vehicles  were  used  entirely.  The  house  refuse  was  disposed  on  the  Council’s  tip  on  the  controlled 
system.  Extension  of  the  tip  was  under  consideration  and  agreed  to  after  discussion  with  the  planning 
authorities.  Matters  have  yet  to  be  arranged  with  the  farmer  concerned  and  the  land  owner. 

The  details  of  the  work  undertaken  and  the  amount  of  waste  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Corbishley’s 
Report  which  is  appended. 


Sanitary  Inspections 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  1951  was  2607,  almost  500  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
These  visits  included  493  for  housing  conditions  and  defects,  94  inspections  of  food  premises,  53  to  factories, 
14  to  schools,  862  for  drain  defects  and  closet  conversions,  93  for  salvage,  9  for  smoke  emission  and  the 
rest  for  miscellaneous  purposes.  It  must  be  emphasised  that  these  inspections  demand  a  very  large 
expenditure  of  time  upon  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  probably  in  the  neighbourhood  of  75  per  cent 
of  his  time.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  devote  considerable  time  also  to  these  inspections  where 
statutory  action  has  to  be  taken. 

The  details  of  these  visits  can  be  studied  at  greater  length  in  Mr.  Corbishley’s  report. 

The  number  of  defects  found  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  250  and  of  these  233  were  abated. 
It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  but  several  statutory  notices  were  served. 

Bakehouses 

All  the  bakehouses  in  the  district  were  inspected,  their  condition  was  found  satisfactory  and  it 
was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  to  remedy  defects. 

Factories 

A  routine  survey  was  made  of  all  the  large  mills  and  factories  in  the  district.  The  sanitary 
conveniences,  washing  facilities,  canteens,  ambulance  rooms,  and  general  arrangements  for  the  health  and 
convenience  of  the  workers  were  thoroughly  investigated. 
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Where  defects  were  discovered  or  where  improvements  were  found  to  be  necessary  these  were 
indicated  and  confirmed  in  writing  when  considered  desirable.  In  each  case  the  suggestions  made  were 
readily  adopted  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  any  statutory  notices.  In  all,  54  visits,  routine 
and  additional,  were  made  to  these  factories.  9  defects  under  Sects.  1-7  of  the  Act  were  discovered  and 
all  were  abated. 

A  routine  inspection  of  a  large  factory  can  rarely  be  completed  in  a  period  of  less  than  two  hours. 

Playing  Fields 

These  were  available  in  Higher  Walton,  Lostock  Hall  and  Walton-le-Dale.  Another  in  Gregson 
Lane  was  being  established  during  the  year.  The  temporary  playing  field  in  Bamber  Bridge  was  still  in 
use  throughout  the  year. 


Housing  and  Housing  Conditions 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the  district  was  61,  49  by  the  Council  and  12  by  other  persons. 
The  list  of  applicants  for  houses  was  350,  300  resident  in  the  area  and  the  others  outside.  162  houses 
were  in  course  of  erection  by  the  Council  and  5  by  private  owners  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  were 
in  Brown  Lane  and  Meanygate. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects  was  493  and  for  this  purpose  782  visits  were 

made. 

Two  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  eight  not  reasonably  fit.  Four  houses 
were  rendered  fit  as  the  result  of  informal  action  and  four  others  as  the  result  of  notices  served. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  159  notices  were  served  and  233  defects  were  abated  by  the  owners. 
Demolition  orders  were  served  on  2  houses. 

Permission  was  still  withheld  to  schedule  clearance  areas. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  65  houses  for  vermin  or  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

Additional  details  can  be  found  in  Mr.  Corbishley’s  report. 

Private  Streets 

The  following  streets  were  made  up  in  1951  : — 

Cedar  Avenue 
Laburnum  Avenue 
School  Street 
Four  Fields 

Future  arrangements  include  the  making  up  of  Meanygate. 

Full  information  can  be  found  in  Mr.  Race’s  Report  appended. 

Schools 

At  present  there  are  eleven  schools  in  the  area  but  further  schools  for  this  area  are  in  the 
development  schedule.  Most  of  the  existing  schools  are  old  though  satisfactory  for  light  and  ventilation 
with  the  possible  exception  of  two.  Overcrowding  exists  in  most  of  these  schools. 

All  the  schools  were  inspected  during  the  year,  some  having  more  visits  than  one. 

A  report  was  forwarded  to  the  Education  Authority  pointing  out  the  urgent  necessity  for  increased 
sanitary  accommodation  for  girls  at  one  school.  By  the  end  of  the  year  this  had  not  been  provided 
but  promised. 

The  School  Kitchen  at  Lostock  Hall  was  visited  regularly. 


New  Legislation  in  1951 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Amendment  Regulations. 

Ice  Cream  (Fitting  and  Siting  of  Thermometers)  Regulations. 
Ice  Cream  (Food  Standards)  Regulations. 

Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations. 

Public  Health  (Puerperal  Pyrexia)  Regulations. 

The  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Amendment  Act. 

The  Pet  Animals  Act. 

The  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act. 


Reports  Appended 

(1)  Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2 ;  Report  by  the  Surveyor. 

(3)  Report  by  the  Water  Engineer. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  carried  out,  the  co-operation  and  loyalty  of  the 
members  of  the  Public  Health  staff.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  other  officials  of  the  authority  whose 
help  and  co-operation  have  been  freely  rendered. 

To  the  members  of  the  Council  a  grateful  tribute  for  their  courtesy,  support  and  encouragement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


June,  1952. 


G.  G.  WRAY. 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
for  the  Year  1951 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Walton-le-Dale  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  report  on  the  Sanitary  Work  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Department  during  1951. 

The  report  deals  with  the  work  done  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Baron,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  retired  during  the  early  part  of  1952. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits 

Number  of  inspections  of  dwelling  houses,  Public  Health  &  Housing  Act  349 

Number  of  reinspections  of  Dwelling  Houses .  198 

Number  of  inspections  of  other  houses  Verminous  .  10 

Number  of  inspections  of  Schools  .  14 

Number  of  inspection  of  Drains .  6 

Number  of  inspections  of  food  premises .  96 

Number  of  inspections  of  factories  .  55 

Number  of  inspections  of  drainage  work .  627 

Number  of  general  inspections  .  76 

Number  of  drains  tested .  10 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  disease ...  26 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  closet  conversions  .  225 

Number  of  inspections  of  ice  cream  premises  .  34 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken  ...  9 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  water  supply  to  dwellings...  30 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  licensed  premises .  23 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  rodent  control  .  66 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  council  house  applicants .  8 

Number  of  inspections  of  moveable  dwellings .  10 

Number  of  inspections  of  stables  and  piggeries .  6 

Number  of  inspections  of  hawkers’  premises  .  3 


Closet  Conversions 

The  conversion  of  the  pail  and  waste  water  closets  has  continued  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
these  types  of  closets  are  steadily  being  reduced.  It  is  anticipated  that  during  the  next  five  years  most 
of  these  insanitary  closets  will  be  abolished. 

Twenty-four  waste  water  and  twelve  pail  closets  were  converted  to  W.C.’s  during  the  year. 

The  closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  : — 

Water  Closets — 4208.  Pail  Closets-™  1 1 1 . 

Waste  Water  Closets-— 172.  Privy  Closets — 2. 


Summary  of  Notices  Served  and  Work  Completed  in  Compliance  with  the  Notices 


Defective  gutters  made  good  . 

Defective  roofs  and  rain-water  conductors  made  good 

Defective  sinks  made  good . 

Defective  floors  made  good  . 


8 

10 

2 

7 


•  •  • 


Defective  yard  pavement  made  good 

•••  • • •  •  •  • 

3 

Defective  window  frames  made  good 

7 

Defective  plaster  work  made  good 

14 

Dampness  remedied 

3 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  . 

15 

Defective  W.C.’s  . 

13 

Defective  closet  buildings  made  good 

2 

Dust  bins  provided . 

1 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  . 

3 

Verminous  premises  disinfected . 

1 

Dwelling  houses  cleaned  (walls  and  ceilings) 

3 

House  walls  repointed  . 

6 

Dry  rot  Eradicated . 

4 

Defective  doors  repaired . 

•  • «  •  •  •  ©  •  • 

7 

Defective  drains  remedied . 

...  123 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  removed . 

1 

T otal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ••• 

...  233 

Notices  served  Complied  with 

Outstanding 

Total 

Formal  .  26 

— 

26 

Informal  .  147 

12 

159 

Total .  173 

12 

185 

Rodent  Control 

Staff.  There  is  one  fully  trained  Rodent  Operator  employed  part-time  on  this  work. 

The  work  of  surveying  and  treatment  of  premises  has  increased  during  the  year. 

Over  500  visits  have  been  paid  to  dwellings  and  business  premises  and  poisoning  campaigns  have 
been  carried  out  on  76  premises. 

Council  Premises.  The  Refuse  Tip  at  Hennel  Lane  has  been  treated  on  4  occasions  and  the 
Sewage  Works  twice.  10  per  cent,  of  all  sewer  manholes  in  the  district  have  been  treated  for  Rat 
Infestation  and  over  100  baits  laid. 

The  sewers  are  free  from  any  infestation  and  accordingly  an  exemption  certificate  has  been  granted 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  twelve  months. 

Divisional  Control.  During  the  year  three  meetings  have  been  attended  of  the  Rodent  Control 
Workable  Area  Committee  No.  9.  Report  on  the  progress  made  and  difficulties  met  with  were  discussed. 
Recommendation  and  adjustments  in  rodent  control  have  been  issued  from  time  to  time  by  the  Infestation 
Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Poisons  and  Baits.  The  baits  used  were  sausage  rusk,  stale  bread  mash  and  sugar  meal.  The 
poisons  include  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic  and  Warfarin. 

Over  150  lbs.  of  bait  and  3  lbs.  of  poison  were  used  on  Rodent  Control. 


FOOD 


The  following  is  a  Summary  of  Food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Description 

Cherries 
Jam  ... 

Greengages  ... 
Plums 

Milk . 

Garden  Peas 
Soups 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 
Steak  Pudding 
Hams,  Boiled 
Carrots 
Apples 
Tomatoes 
Jellied  Veal  ... 
Tongue 
Pork  Butts  ... 
Oranges 
Apple  Puree ... 
Bilberries 


Other  Foods 

Cheese  . 

Pudding  Mixture  ... 

Rhubarb  . 

Canary  bananas 


Total  amount  condemned  :  4  cwt.  3 


Number 


of  tins 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

77 

7 

3 

1 

1 

8 

13 

11 

12 

14 

25 

12 

34 

i 

1 

7 

2 

2 

12 

2 

9 

2 

1 

8 

1 

1 

0 

23 

2 

1 

4 

13 

1 

1 

12 

2 

13 

0 

24 

1 

23 

i 

4 

20 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

3 

0 

3 

2 

6 

2 

3 

6 

5 

4 

11 

4 

0 

10 

8 

...  boxes 

5 

2 

0 

...  boxes 

2 

1 

0 

...  bottle 

1 

2 

0 

...  case 

1 

80 

0 

3 

1 

0 

qrs.  11  lb.  8  oz. 


Milk 


Summary  of  information  with  reference  to  Dairies  and  Licensed  Purveyors,  and  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  samples  of  Milk. 


Number  of  Dairies  in  the  district  (other  than  Dairy  farms) 

Number  of  shops  where  milk  is  sold  . 

Number  of  Principal  Licences  issued  for  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk 

Number  of  Licences  issued  for  sale  of  Sterilized  Milk . 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  . 


9 

7 
11 

3 

8 


Analysis  of  Samples  of  Milk 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  in  the  district  was  172,  145  of  these  samples  were  of 
raw  milk  and  27  were  of  pasteurised  milk. 
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Bacteriological  Examination 

145  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
69  were  taken  from  producers  in  the  district  and  of  these 
53  were  satisfactory  and 
16  were  unsatisfactory 

76  were  taken  at  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  from  Producers  outside  the  district.  Of  these, 

31  were  satisfactory  and 
45  were  unsatisfactory 

27  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphature  Test.  All  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Tuberculosis  Examination 

All  the  above  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Pathologist  for  B.  Tuberculosis  examination. 
Of  the  69  samples  taken  from  producers  in  the  district,  3  were  found  to  be  positive,  and  of  the  76  taken 
from  producers  outside  the  district,  3  also  were  found  to  be  positive. 

Disinfections 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  disinfected . 

Number  of  parcels  of  bedding  disinfected  . 

Number  of  beds  disinfected  . 

Number  of  books  disinfected  . 

Number  of  beds  destroyed . 

CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT 
House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

House  and  trade  refuse  are  collected  by  two  motor  vehicles  from  the  district  comprising  six  separate 
villages.  A  third  vehicle  is  engaged  for  three  days  per  week  on  the  collection  of  kitchen  waste  from  factory 
canteens,  and  300  communal  and  individual  containers,  the  remaining  two  days  are  devoted  to  collecting 
house  refuse  from  a  part  of  the  centre  of  Bamber  Bridge. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  new  salvage  building  at  Hennell  Lane  was  completed,  and  the 
sorting  and  baling  of  paper  and  rags  was  transferred  from  the  Old  Isolation  Hospital,  Brindle  Road,  to 
these  premises. 

The  tipping  site  at  Hennell  Lane  is  fast  becoming  filled,  not  only  with  house  and  trade  refuse 
from  the  district,  but  with  general  refuse  brought  to  the  tip  by  private  firms.  Negotiations  are  in  hand  to 
either  purchase  or  rent  a  portion  of  land  adjoining  the  present  tip  so  that  an  extension  can  be  made  to 
continue  controlled  tipping  which  will  last  for  a  further  period  of  approximately  20  years. 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  by  the  motor  vehicles. 


Year 

Vehicle 

Employed 

No.  of  days 

Approximate 
Weight  of  Refuse 
Collected 

Total  Miles 
Travelled 

Average 
Miles  per 
Gallon 

1951 

One  Dodge 
Two  Karrier 
Motors 

887 

7977  Tons 

36818 

8.2 

65 

593 

73 

8 

10 
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The  following  is  the  analysis  of  the  Cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse  and  the  col¬ 
lection  and  disposal  of  Salvage,  showing  the  credit  for  Salvage  for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1951. 


Total  Cost 

£  s.  d. 

Dodge  Petrol  Wagons  . 

1100  3  10 

{v^rncr  •••  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •••  *  *  *  •  •  • 

1400  13  1 

Wages  and  Salaries  (including  Bonus,  Superannuation  and 

Insurance)  . . .  . . .  . . .  ...  ...  » . .  ... 

4395  12  4 

Loan  Charges  . . .  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

218  6  4 

Materials  and  Miscellaneous  Accounts . 

237  7  3 

Establishment  ...  ...  . 

. 

190  0  0 

Gross  Total  Cost  ... 

£7542  2  10 

Less  Sale  of  Salvage  Materials . 

3787  4  9 

Less  other  Credits..  . 

78  11  8 

- 

£3865  16  5 

Cost  •••  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

£3676  6  5 

Summary  of  Analysis. 


Year 

Ending 

Gross 

Expenditure 

Gross 

Income 

Nett 

Expenditure 

Population 

No.  of 
Houses 
Scavenged 

Nett  Ann. 
Cost 

Per  1,000 
Houses 

Nett  Cost 
Per  House 
Per  Week 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

d. 

31st  March, 
1952 

7542  2  10 

3865  16  5 

3676  6  5 

14711 

4531 

£810 

3.75 

Comparative  Cost  of  House  Refuse  Collection  for  the  Years  1922,  1942,  and  1951 


Year 

No.  of 
Houses 
Scavenged 

Gross  cost 
of 

collection 

and 

disposal 

Amount 

received 
for  salvage 
and  other 
credits 

Nett  cost 

of 

collection 

and 

disposal 

Wages  of  1 
collectors  and 

louse  refuse 
motor  drivers 

Collectors 

Drivers 

1922 

2823 

£2205 

nil 

£2205 

£2  per  week 

£2/16  per  week 

1942 

4126 

£3044 

£1158 

£1885 

£3/6/9  per  wk. 

£4  per  week 

1951 

4531 

£7542 

£3866 

£3676 

£6/6/4  per  wk. 

£6/12/4  per  wk. 
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Collection  and  Sales  of  Salvage. 


The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  and  materials  sold,  and  the  amounts  received  for  Salvage 


during  the  year  1951  : — 


Bales 

T. 

C. 

qrts. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper — Newspaper,  Magazines,  Mixed  Paper . 

2446 

...  156 

17 

1 

4 

...  2674 

15 

2 

Textiles — Rags,  Cloth,  Carpets,  Sacking  and  String  ... 

149 

...  11 

4 

3 

24 

...  281 

2 

9 

Ferrous  Metals — Cast  Light  and  Heavy  Iron . 

Non-Ferrous  Metals — 

■ 

...  18 

19 

2 

0 

63 

0 

0 

Copper,  Brass,  Aluminium,  Lead . . 

— 

1 

2 

0 

26 

...  151 

6 

10 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

— 

...  186 

4 

1 

0 

...  568 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous  Sales  . 

— 

11 

4 

3 

0 

...  49 

0 

0 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

2595 

...  385 

12 

3 

26 

£3787 

4 

9 

The  Council  commenced  the  collection  of  salvage  in  May,  1940.  The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage 
sold  and  the  amounts  received  each  year  by  the  sales  of  salvaged  materials  : — 


Year 

T. 

C. 

qrts.  lbs. 

£  s. 

d. 

1940  . 

•  •  • 

...  129 

3 

3 

18 

426  18 

4 

1941 . 

•  •  • 

...  194 

7 

3 

0 

828  10 

8 

1942  . 

•  •  • 

...  280 

5 

1 

5 

...  1148  5 

1 

1943  . 

•  •  • 

...  376 

4 

1 

16 

...  1424  18 

0 

1944  . 

•  •  • 

...  463 

6 

2 

0 

...  1576  17 

8 

1945  . 

« •  • 

...  491 

9 

1 

11 

...  1607  19 

9 

1946  . 

...  335 

1 

2 

24 

...  1360  0 

7 

1947  . 

...  398 

19 

1 

15 

...  1685  19 

1 

1948  . 

•  •  • 

...  510 

0 

2 

0 

...  2211  15 

7 

1949  . 

•  •  • 

...  490 

18 

3 

24 

...  2343  13 

8 

1950  . 

•  •  • 

...  412 

7 

0 

7 

...  2108  15 

7 

1951 . 

•  •  • 

...  385 

12 

3 

26 

...  3787  4 

9 

Total  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  4467 

17 

3 

7 

£20510  17 

2 

I  have  endeavoured  to  present  to  you,  by  the  facts  and  figures  given,  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  and  whilst  the  report  broadly  covers  the  activities  of 
the  department  it  is  impracticable  to  record  all  the  detailed  duties  with  which  we  are  concerned. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  thanks  the  cordial  support  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  excellent 
co-operation  which  has  existed  within  the  department,  and  also  with  the  other  departments  of  the  Council 
Offices  has  undoubtedly  led  to  smooth  and  efficient  service.  In  this  connection  I  am  particularly  indebted 
to  Mr.  J.  R.  Williams,  student  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  proved  a  most  able  and  willing  assistant. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  N.  CORBISHLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector . 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


This  brief  report  covers  the  year  1st  January,  1951,  to  30th  December,  1951. 

1.  Highways 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  continuing  financial  strictures  have  again  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  any 
road  works  of  any  appreciable  size.  Whilst  actual  money  provided  for  road  maintenance  and  improvement 
within  the  U.D.  was  increased  slightly  over  last  year,  its  purchasing  power  represented  less  in  actual  works. 

Maintenance  work  authorised  cost  approximately  £ 2775  for  Class  I  roads  (3.07  miles),  £1333 
for  Class  II  roads  (2.22  miles),  £673  for  Class  III  roads  (2.39  miles)  and  £7584  for  Unclassified  Highways 
(13.90  miles). 

A  little  further  progress  was  made  towards  the  ultimate  improvement  of  the  dangerous  part  of  Hennell 
Lane.  As  a  result  of  the  flooding  of  the  Flatts  Gardens,  referred  to  later,  the  River’s  Board  required  great 
quantities  of  soil  and  was  persuaded  to  take  it  from  Hennell  Lane.  This  work,  by  reducing  the  cost  of 
completing  the  roadworks,  will  help  to  bring  the  acceptance  of  the  completion  scheme  a  little  nearer. 

2.  Private  Street  Works 

Progress  in  making  up  streets  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  1892  has  been  maintained,  and 
all  works  authorised  by  the  Government  were  begun. 

During  the  period  the  making  up  of  School  Street  and  Fourfields  was  completed  and  Cedar  Avenue 
and  Laburnum  Avenue  commenced. 

In  all  cases  the  work  was  completed  for  less  than  the  estimates  and  consequently  final  apportionments 
of  cost  were  less  than  provisional  apportionments. 

Schemes  were  prepared  and  statutory  preliminary  work  dealt  with  and  approval  obtained  for 
making  up  : — 

Dean  Street  (subsequently  abandoned  by  Council) ;  Meanygate ;  Access  Road  to  G.P.O.  off 
Collins  Road  ;  and  completion  of  Highfield  Avenue. 

3.  Public  Footpaths 

The  Map  showing  Public  Rights  of  Way  required  by  the  National  Parks  and  Access  to  the 
Countryside  Act,  1949,  was  prepared  and  made  available  for  public  observations.  The  detailed  survey 
of  each  footpath — which  will  involve  considerable  work — has  yet  to  be  done. 

A  little  progress  was  made  towards  finally  determining  the  line  of  the  disputed  footpath  at  Grey 
Gables  Farm. 

4.  Surface  Water  Drainage 

Further  instalments  of  Brindle  Road  ditch-piping  and  Hennell  Lane  surface  water  drainage  scheme 
were  constructed. 

5.  Classified  Road  Lighting 

The  scheme  for  completing  the  lighting  of  A.  6  at  Walton  Bridge  was  at  last  approved  and  carried 
out.  500  watt  tungsten  filament  lamps  were  used  on  this  section  of  the  A.6  lighting  scheme  as  the 
Ministry  of  Transport  would  not  permit  a  colour  change  from  Walton-le-Dale’s  sodium  to  Preston’s 
mercury  to  be  made  at  the  U.D.  boundary  on  the  bridge. 

6.  Pedestrian  Crossings 

The  Ministry  of  Transport  introduced  the  “  zebra  ”  crossing  and  as  a  result  of  the  Order  made, 
the  number  of  crossings  in  the  U.D.  was  reduced  from  11  to  3. 
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7.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Government  was  reluctant  to  approve  further  house  building  by  the  Council  before  the 
submission  of  the  revised  Main  Sewerage  Scheme  (the  original  scheme  was  approved  and  tenders  accepted 
in  1939,  but  abandoned  when  the  war  began).  Eventually  approval  was  given  to  continuation  of  house 
building  on  the  Meanygate  Estate  providing  that  the  Sewerage  Scheme  was  submitted  before  building 
on  further  sites  was  contemplated. 

The  Council  instructed  its  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  C.  J.  Lomax  &  Son,  to  prepare  a  revised 
scheme,  and  this  scheme  was  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Council ;  the  revised  estimated  cost 
being  £137,000  (not  including  Sewage  Disposal). 

A  scheme  was  prepared  to  enable  houses  at  the  junction  of  Todd  Lane  and  Hennell  Lane  to  be 
connected  to  the  sewerage  system  and  to  abandon  the  existing  unsatisfactory  septic  tanks.  This  scheme 
was  submitted  to  the  Government  but  sanction  was  postponed  because  of  the  financial  state  of  the  country. 

Various  small  improvements  were  made  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  including  the  felling  of  the 
disused  chimney. 

8.  Trade  Effluent 

In  1950  a  Notice  was  served  on  the  Council  under  the  Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises) 
Act  1937  requiring  the  Council  to  accept  into  its  sewers,  the  effluent  from  the  N.W.  Gas  Board’s  works  in 
Wateringpool  Lane.  The  Council  refused  to  accept  the  discharge  and  the  problem  was  referred  to  the 
Minister,  but  so  far  no  decision  has  been  notified. 

The  arrangements  for  preliminary  treatment  of  trade  effluent  at  Ribble  Paper  Mills  were  not 
satisfactory  and  authority  was  given  for  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  effluent  drainage  system  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  treatment. 

A  de-greasing  plant  was  installed  at  the  G.P.O.  Workshop,  Collins  Road  ;  and  an  agreement  made 
to  take  the  effluent  for  a  trial  period. 

9.  Housing 

Tenders  were  accepted  for  the  first  two  instalments  of  road  and  sewer  work  on  the  Meanygate 
Estate  and  good  progress  was  made. 

Many  changes  were  made  in  house  types  and  the  layout  was  revised  several  times  in  order  to  keep 
up  to  date  with  planning  consents. 

Maintenance  of  existing  houses  continued  and  94  houses  were  re-painted  externally. 

A  scheme  was  approved  for  the  addition  of  a  scullery  and  bathroom  at  20,  Station  Road,  and 
extensive  repairs  were  done  to  29,  Brown  Lane. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  house  building  at  Brown  Lane,  Highfield  Avenue,  and  Meanygate 

Estate. 

An  approach  was  made  to  the  L.C.C.  Education  Committee  in  an  endeavour  to  have  the  land 
provisionally  reserved  for  part  of  a  school  site  on  Withy  Trees  Estate  released  for  house  building. 

Schemes  were  prepared  for  fencing  of  Collins  Road  estate,  but  a  decision  was  deferred. 

10.  Flooding 

Early  on  5th  December  it  was  seen  that  dangerous  conditions  were  likely  to  develop  in  the  River 
Darwen  at  Walton-le-Dale  village  following  several  days  heavy  and  continuous  rain. 

Prompt  action  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  department  and  by  the  Rivers  Board  in  sandbagging 
the  banks  of  the  Darwen  below  Blue  Bridge  prevented  a  breach  of  the  river  bank  and  flooding  was  confined 
to  comparatively  minor  trouble  from  surcharged  sewers  and  drains. 
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Later  in  the  day  the  Darwen  overflowed  on  to  Flatts  gardens  causing  extensive  flooding.  This 
flood  water  was  later  removed  by  breaching  the  bank  near  Flatts  Bridge. 

As  a  result  of  this  flooding  the  Rivers  Board  began  to  strengthen  and  raise  the  flood  walls  on  the 
Darwen  near  Blue  Bridge  and  below  Darwen  Bridge.  It  is  the  Board’s  intention  to  construct  a  drain  to 
the  northern  part  of  Flatts  gardens  in  order  to  remove  any  future  flood  water. 

11.  Playing  Fields 

The  site  for  Gregson  Lane  Playing  Fields  was  acquired  by  the  Council  aided  by  Government 
grant,  and  a  preliminary  layout  approved  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Education  for  approval  of  a  grant. 

The  revised  layout  of  King  George’s  Field,  Higher  Walton,  including  a  re-designed  entrance,  was 
approved  by  the  Council  and  by  the  Foundation. 

12.  Plans  and  Planning 

The  L.C.C.  continued  its  preparations  of  the  County  Plan  and  submitted  the  Town  Map  to  the 
Minister. 

During  the  year  applications  relating  to  126  permanent  buildings  and  48  temporary  buildings  were 
dealt  with  under  the  Byelaws  and  101  of  these  were  also  dealt  with  under  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947. 

13.  Building  Licensing 

The  licensing  of  work  costing  over  £100  (with  certain  exceptions  where  the  limit  was  £500) 
continued  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council,  where  domestic  buildings  were  affected. 

Twenty-three  licences,  to  a  value  of  £5114  10s.  0d.,  were  issued  by  the  Council  and  65  licences, 
to  a  value  of  £83,470  were  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Works. 

In  addition,  16  licences,  to  a  total  value  of  £27,418,  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  erection  of 
houses  for  private  occupation  (6  licences  were  transfers  from  Preston  Corporation).  The  authorised 
price  of  licences  for  semi-detached  houses  was  raised  from  26/-  to  28/6  per  foot  super  (not  including 
land,  etc.). 

Steel  control  was  re-introduced  on  3rd  December,  1951. 

14.  Civil  Defence 

In  January  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  attended  a  Rescue  Instructors’  course  at  a  Home  Office 
C.D.  School  and  was  awarded  a  Special  Certificate. 

Training  of  C.D.  volunteers  was  then  commenced  and  28  volunteers  attended  Basic  Rescue  courses. 

Preliminary  steps  were  taken  to  re-establish  the  air  raid  warning  system  and  the  Council  agreed 
to  accept  responsibility  for  erection  and  maintenance  of  sirens. 

13.  Legislation 

Several  new  Acts  of  Parliament  affecting  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  became  operative 
during  the  year,  including  : — 

Public  Utilities  Street  Works  Act  1950  (26th  April  1951). 

This  Act  attempts  to  regulate  excavations  in  highways.  The  Act  is  most  involved  and 
complicated  and  at  the  time  of  writing  appears  to  have  achieved  but  little  at  the  expense  of  greatly 
increased  administrative  and  paper  work. 

Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act  1951  (1st  August  1951). 

This  Act  gives  various  useful  new  powers  to  Authorities  within  the  County  area. 

New  Streets  Act  1951  (1st  October  1951). 
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This  Act  was  introduced  to  prevent  later  hardship  on  persons  building  on  unmade  streets, 
by  requiring  a  deposit  of  the  estimated  cost  of  street  works  to  be  paid  to  the  Council  before  building. 
The  Act  provides  many  statutory  and  permissive  exemptions,  but  if  operated  courageously  should 
achieve  its  object. 

Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act  1951  (1st  October  1951). 

This  Act  strengthens  powers  to  prevent  and  remove  pollution  of  rivers.  When  Rivers  Boards 
begin  to  operate  its  provisions  there  will  be  costly  works  to  be  carried  out  by  those  whose  effluents 
are  illegal. 

16.  Transport 

The  two  waggons  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  ran  18,459  miles  (Dodge  9,793, 
Karrier  8,666)  using  1.955  gallons  of  petrol  (Dodge  1,179,  Karrier  776)  showing  an  average  petrol 
consumption  of  8.3  miles  per  gallon  on  the  Dodge  and  11.2  miles  per  gallon  on  the  Karrier. 

STANLEY  RACE,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M.I.W.E., 

Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


WATER  ENGINEER’S  REPORT 
for  the  Year  1951 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Walton-le-Dale  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  report  upon  the  work  of  the  Water  Undertaking  and 
the  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951. 

Supply  of  Water 

From  Manchester  and  Preston  Corporations. 

Area  Supplied 

The  statutory  area  of  compulsory  supply  covers  the  area  of  Walton-le-Dale.  In  addition  supplies 
in  bulk  are  furnished  to  Chorley  Rural  District  Council  in  the  following  Parishes  :  Cuerden,  Brindle 
and  Hoghton. 

The  Estimated  Population  Supplied 

Walton-le-Dale .  14,711 

Gregson  Lane  (Brindle  Parish) .  72 


14,783 


The  remaining  out-of-district  consumers  are  all  supplied  with  water  by  meter. 


Quantity  of  Water  Supplied 

Taken  from  Manchester  at  both  meter  houses  ... 
Consumed  by  meter  en  route  to  reservoir 


gallons 

235,050,000 

1,262,000 


Total  Thirlmere  water  delivered  in  district 
Water  taken  from  Preston  Corporation  . . . 


233,788,000 

40,140,000 


Total  quantity  of  water  delivered  in  district  . 

Total  quantity  of  water  consumed  by  meter  outside  district 


273,928,000 

3,987,000 


269,941,000 
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Total  quantity  of  water  retained  in  reservoirs  31st  Dec.  ...  792,000 


269,149,000 

Total  quantity  of  water  consumed  by  meter  in  district .  106,028,000 


Total  quantity  of  water  supplied  per  day  for  all  purposes  ...  163,121,000 

Total  quantity  of  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  .  446,906 

Total  quantity  of  water  supplied  per  head  per  day  for  all  purposes  30.231 

Total  quantity  of  water  supplied  per  head  per  day  inch  trade  ...  49.881 


Distribution 


During  the  year  the  following  lengths  of  spun  iron  water  mains  have  been  laid  : — 

4  in.  spun  iron  water  main .  . 241  yards 

3  in.  spun  iron  water  main . 164  yards 

Total  number  of  ball  hydrants  converted  to  valve  type  hydrants  .  6 

During  the  year  hydrant  identification  posts  and  plates  were  fixed  near  all  fire  hydrants. 

During  the  year  the  booster  pump  at  Hennell  Lane  fixed  on  the  main  conveying  Preston  Corporation 
water  supply  was  completed  and  put  into  operation. 

Total  number  of  new  connections  to  the  Council’s  water  mains  during  the  year  was  70. 

Waste  Detection 


During  the  year  the  usual  night  and  day  inspections  on  all  street  mains  and  services  for  the  detection 
of  waste  water  were  carried  out. 

1205  inspections  of  houses  and  other  property. 

739  taps  rewashered  free  of  cost. 

288  cisterns  rewashered  free  of  cost. 

232  burst  services  were  dealt  with. 

13  burst  water  mains  were  repaired. 

The  testing  shop  examined,  tested,  and  approved  748  consumer’s  fittings  for  use  in  the  area. 

The  usual  flushing  out  of  water  mains  and  the  cleansing  of  service  pipes  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Quality  of  Water 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  examination  : — 

I  for  chemical  examination. 

4  for  bacteriological  examination. 

In  all  cases  the  supply  was  given  as  satisfactory. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WHITTLE, 

Water  Engineer. 
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